
Montréal, June 2, 2020 

Directives regarding the restarting of public-domain occupation for film sets. 

The objective of this document is to manage occupation of the public domain by audiovisual               
productions. These instructions will be in effect for the coming weeks but are subject to               
change in the near future. 

The bureau du cinéma et de la télévision de la Ville de Montréal (BCTM) has prepared these                 
directives regarding occupation of the public domain by cinematographic and television           
productions in collaboration with audiovisual industry partners who are highly aware of the             
realities of filming. These instructions will be regularly re-evaluated to adjust to the changing              
situation resulting from the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 



 
 
 

Directives regarding public-domain occupation for film sets 

1. Request for permits. Permit applications must be submitted at least 10 working            
days before the start of the public-domain occupation. For small productions (maximum 10             
people) which do not require issuance of a borough permit, requests may continue to be               
submitted 5 working days before. 

Applications must be sent to film.tv@ville.montreal.qc.ca 

2. Positioning of technical vehicles. A minimum distance of 6 feet behind each            
vehicle is required so that technicians are not on sidewalks. In this way, sidewalks will               
remain clear, making it easier to respect current social distancing rules. Use of sidewalks for               
the placement of “standby” materials is prohibited. 

Parking requests must be emailed to film.tv@ville.montreal.qc.ca at least 10 working days in 
advance. 

3. Use of public space. Until further notice, no filming will be permitted in Ville de               
Montréal facilities (sporting facilities, vacant buildings, Municipal Court, etc.) In addition,           
filming will not be permitted in small, neighbourhood parks or in very busy parks. Filming               
may be permitted in some parks if highly regulated and with the application of very               
exhaustive sanitary measures (such as installation of portable toilets, soap and water            
distributors, crowd barriers to create a safety perimeter). 

EXCEPTION: BCTM reserves the right to authorize filming in a City building in exceptional              
cases (e.g. a production that has already established a location and needs to return for the                
rest of the shoot). In such cases, safety measures will be required, at the cost of the                 
production (examples: total disinfection, hiring of security guards or police, etc.). Managers            
of said buildings must approve the proposal by the producer and BCTM and must be               
satisfied with the proposed sanitary measures. 

4. Responsibility for application of sanitary measures and safety corridors.         
Creation of safety corridors will be required in some cases (commercial streets, very busy              
districts, densely populated neighbourhoods, etc.). The decision will be made following           
discussions with the producer, members of the production team, and municipal employees            
judged relevant by BCTM. With regard to the required public safety measures as             
established by the guide to COVID-19 sanitary standards in the audiovisual workplace,            
BCTM reiterates that producers are responsible for respecting these standards. The           
presence of a health and safety coordinator on sets is strongly recommended at all times. 

 



 

5. Vieux-Montréal and other highly dense districts. BCTM reserves the right to not            
authorize filming in some parts of Vieux Montréal and some districts where the presence of               
a great many people makes social distancing impossible. BCTM will evaluate the requests             
on a case-by-case basis, since site visits and meetings will be necessary to evaluate the               
feasibility of filming. 

6. Occupation of the public domain for filming/street closures. Any request for an            
intermittent or full street closure will require analysis by the BCTM team, technical agents              
and agreement from merchants’ or residents’ associations. We are all aware of the fact that               
some businesses are suffering great financial difficulty. Teams wishing to close or use a              
commercial street must distribute a petition to all commercial businesses and have the             
agreement of all (100%) prior to submitting an application to close a street. For residential               
streets, a petition must also be issued (75% of residents will have to be in agreement with                 
the project) through a letter distributed in mail boxes. The letter must mention the activities               
that may occur on the street and must request a response from the resident by email, which                 
will act as signature. 

BCTM reserves the right to require a street closure for safety reasons (e.g. filming on a very                 
narrow street which would impede respect of social distancing requirements). This measure            
would be decided by the Ville de Montréal to ensure the highest possible safety of its                
residents. 

In closing, it is very important to mention that production directors must participate in the               
production file opening meeting. 

Please note that the fees for analysis prior to issuance of a public-domain occupancy permit,               
in effect since January 1, 2020, continue to be applicable. 

 


